
Survey No. B - 4 3 6 6 

Maryland Historic Trust Magi No. 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form D0E —^s _no 

1. Name ( i n d i c a t e p re fe r r ed name) 

700 N o r t h Howard S t r e e t 

House of Burgess Antiques and Interior 
and/or common 

2. Location 
700 N. Howard S t r e e t 

street & number not for publication 

B a l t i m o r e . . 
city, town vicinity of congressional district 

" M a r y l a n d " B a l t i m o r e 
state county 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

. district . public s£ occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park 
structure both work in progress educational X private residence 
site Public Acquisition Accessib le entertainment religious 

_ object in process yes: restricted government scientific 
-.- being considered y . yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 

__l_not app l i cab l e n o military other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mai l ing addresses of a l l owners) 

J o h n R u g i e r i 
name 

700 N. Howard S t r e e t 
street & number te lephone n o . : 

B a l t i m o r e M a r y l a n d 2 1 2 0 1 
city, town s t a t e and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, B a l t i m o r e C i t y C o u r t h o u s e l i b e r 

street & number 100 N. C a l v e r t S t r e e t , Room 610 f o l i o 

MD 
city, town B a l t i m o r e state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title _ _ _ _ _ _ 

date federal state county local 

..ository for survey records 

city, town state 



7. DeSCriptiOII Survey No. B-4366 

Condition Check one Check one 
_ excellent deteriorated unaltered tl original site 

good ruins ^ altered moved date o f move 
fair unexposed 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a genera l d e s c r i p t i o n of the resource and i t s 
va r ious elements as i t e x i s t s today. 

Resource Count: 3 

This circa 1830 gable-roofed Greek Revival house sits on the 
northwest corner of N. Howard and W. Monuments streets. The three-
story three-bay, flemish bond brick building is one-half of a 
doubL house with 702 North Howard Street. It has a street 
frontacre of 24' and a depth of 100'. 

The main facade faces east on N. Howard Street. It has been 
altered on the first story to accommodate a late-nineteenth-century 
Som^ercial shop front. The first story is slightly raised above 

with a cellar below. The brick foundation has been covered 
with a granite facing and the cellar windows have been infilled 

block with brick surrounds. 
live browXtone steps, with a 20th-century handrail, lead to 

the entrance in the third (northern) bay. The front door is 
recessed behind a vestibule that presently has an iron gate. The 
vestibule entrance has an Italianate bracketed cornice over the 
Itoop Within the vestibule are two sets of steps - two steps to 
Ihe west leading to the original door and two steps to the south 
leadinq to a later door cut in when the commercial and residential 
floors were distinguished. The original doorway is 
fluted wooden columns supporting a heavily painted, flat 
filature consisting of bands and fillets. The three raised 
panef are replacements. T h e s i s 
fan shaoed transom with ribbed cames in a petal motif. The ceiling 
of t S vestibule is arched and embellished with a raised Panel that 
follows the curve. The second doorway has a much simpler 
architrave of circa 1860 three-grooved jambs and a plain lintel. 
S e door* itself is 20th century, with the top half a glazed panel 

The first and second bays of the first floor have been altered 
three-sided display window that has been cut into the 

brick ?he window doesd not project beyond the plane of the facade 
-rhe analed side pieces are narrow and are fixed from the 
(notoutside) plane of the wall. The three-sided window is 

further divided into upper and lower panes. The upper portion is 

three evenly spaced 6/6 
sash S n d o 4 w i S stone sills and shutter 
story has brick splayed jack arches. The third story has wooa 
lintels with an ogee and fillets over a flat band profile. Tne 
tnird-story windows are shorter than those on the second story. 
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The Italianate cornice is composed of a row of modillion-like 
brackets and a dentil course. A raised brick stringcourse is 
situated below the wooden cornice. 

The south facade faces Monument Street. The four-bay long 
building includes the original main house and an attached back 
building of later date. 

The main house is two-bays deep and laid in flemish bond. 
Each story has two evenly spaced 6/6 sash windows with splayed jack 
lintels. The windows are positioned in between two recessed 
chimneys with stacks that rise from the roof. As with the east 
facade windows, they also become increasingly shorter on each upper 
floor. The windows to the west have been bricked up. A new window 
on the first floor has been cut into the far west corner, as has 
one cellar window below. A cellar door cut into the east corner of 
the wall has an original jack arches. The Howard Street facade 
cornice wraps around the corner and terminates. There is no 
further cornice on this wall. 

Attached to the back of the main house is a one-story addition 
of later 19th century date. The brick is laid in a variable common 
bond. The two 6/6 sash windows have sloping Italianate lintels 
with peaked center profile. Brick pilasters at the corner of the 
building support a brick entablature that includes a molded brick 
cornice. A solid brick wall forms a continuous balustrade along 
the roof. Blind arches provide a decorative pattern in the 
balustrade wall. The back building is further attached to a 20th-
century, two-story building known as 300 W. Monument Street but is 
not described here. 

The back, west wall of the main house is laid in a 13 to 1 
common bond. The connection to 300 W. Monument Street and the back 
building partially obscure visibility from the street. The third 
story has two 6/6 sash windows and the second story has one. 

The interior of the first floor is partially visible from the 
street. The plan is a 2/3 Georgian plan with the hall and stairs 
in the third bay. The front parlor has a narrow door on the east 
end of the north wall. This is the later door and presumably there 
was a larger opening located along the north wall. The original 
black and white veined marble fireplace is centered on the south 
wall. It dates to the Greek Revival period and has Ionic pilasters 
framing the opening and a fascia board of horizontal grooves and 
folds. The mantle shelf is thin but projects deeply into the room. 
A pair of double doors are centered on the back, west wall. The 
seven-panelled, raised field doors open into the front parlor. The 
door jambs and lintel are Greek Revival style with three deep-
grooves incised into the jambs and rondel corner blocks are the 
lintels. The baseboards have an ogee and fillet profile capping a 
tall band. There is a later plaster rosette for a light fixture on 
the ceiling. 



8. Significance survey NO. B-4366 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
f*-- prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion 

_ 1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science 
1500-1599 _ _ agriculture economics literature sculpture 
1600-1699 ^—architecture education military social/ 

p.. 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian 
* 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater 
± 1 9 0 0 - communications industry politics/government transportation 

invention other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/Architect u n k n o w n 

check: Appl icable C r i t e r i a : A B -r_C D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of S ign i f i cance : n a t i o n a l s t a t e X l o c a l 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of s ign i f i cance and a genera l s ta tement of h i s t o r y and 
suppor t . 

This b u i l d i n g i s a r a r e su rv ivo r of e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e on Howard S t r e e t . The a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
des ign of t h i s t h r e e - s t o r y , t h r e e - b a y b u i l d i n g i s a good example of 
a Greek Revival house t h a t r e t a i n s much of i t s p e r i o d d e t a i l s and 
r e v e a l s t h e t r a n s i t i o n t o a shop-house form. As o r i g i n a l l y 
c o n s t r u c t e d , t h e house was p a r t of a double house . The 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of double houses was a common way of l i m i t i n g t h e 
amount of f i n a n c i a l r i s k t o t h e s p e c u l a t i v e b u i l d e r , s i n c e t h e 
amount of money i n v e s t e d was minimized by t h e r e l a t i v e sma l lness of 
t h e p r o j e c t . The facade d e t a i l s f a l l i n t h e middle of c o s t and 
s t a t u s : t h e b r i c k work and en t r ance a r e f i n e l y executed ( t h e t o p 
s t o r y has been s andb la s t ed ) bu t t h e l i n t e l s a r e r a t h e r s p a r e . Thus 
t h i s i s a gocd example *?f a n e i t h e r e l i t e nor working c l a s s type of 
urban housing s t o c k . 

The dwel l ing may have o r i g i n a l l y been a shop-house . The 
presence of d w e l l i n g s , o r p o s s i b l y combinat ion shop-houses 
i n d i c a t e s t h e r e s i d e n t i a l c h a r a c t e r of t h e neighborhood in t h e 
e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . During t h e e a r l y t r a n s f o r m a t i o n t o a 
shop-house form (perhaps always f u n c t i o n a l l y p a r t of t h e house no t 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y expressed u n t i l l a t e r ) t h e Greek Revival doorway 
was r e t a i n e d and a new, s e p a r a t e en t r ance t h a t se rved only t h e 
f i r s t s t o r y was c u t i n t o t h e v e s t i b u l e . The t r a n s i t i o n a l 
Federa l /Greek Revival r ece s sed en t r ance i s s t i l l i n good c o n d i t i o n 
d e s p i t e t h e a l t e r a t i o n s . The rounded c o r n e r s of t h e back bu id ing 
a r e a p a r t i c u l a r l y Bal t imore des ign f e a t u r e . 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l h i s t o r i a n Richard Longs t re th w r i t e s t h a t " the r a p i d 
growth of commerce and manufactur ing a f t e r independence l ed t o a 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n of t h e shop-house form in both new b u i l d i n g s and 
e x i s t i n g ones a l t e r e d so t h a t t h e i r commercial purpose was c l e a r l y 
i n d i c a t e d on t h e e x t e r i o r . Shop-houses p r e v a i l e d i n emerging 
commercial c e n t e r s of c i t i e s and towns a l i k e through t h e e a r l y 
decades of t h e 19th c e n t u r y . Examples can s t i l l be seen i n a r e a s 
t h a t have no t exper ienced r a d i c a l change, even though t h e 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. B-4366 

Richard Longstreth, The BuiJdings of Main Street (Washington: 
Preservation Press, 1987)7 

10, Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name B a l t i m o r e E a s t Q u a d Quadrangle scale 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A l • I I I • I • • I I • I • I • • I B l I I I I • I i • I I • I I I • I I 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . Form Prepared By 
name/title Diane Shaw, A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r i a n 

CHAP, Room 1037 
organization 2 date December 18... 1991 

street & n u m b e r 4 1 7 E - F a y e t t e S t r e e t telephone 3 0 1 - 3 9 6 - 4 8 6 6 

Baltimore MD city or town state " _ 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was off icial ly created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not consti tute any infringement of 
individual property r ights . 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DHCP/DHCD 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House CR0WNSV1LLE. M D 21032-2023 
21 State Circle 301-514-7(500 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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shopfronts themselves have almost always been altered. . . the 
upper section retaining a domestic character."1 The articulation 
of the commercial street-level enterprise occurred in the latter 
half of the nineteenth century. The Italianate outer door entrance 
and the insertion of a bowed display window, complete with five-
light transoms and lintel express a later commercial aesthetic. 

The preservation of this building indicates the lessening real 
estate pressures on the upper stretches of North Howard Street 
during the later nineteenth and twentieth centuries, both period 
when much remodelling or rebuilding was undertaken. Longstreth 
continues, "the gradual abandonment of the shop-house as the 
dominant form of commercial architecture was due to the ever-
increasing demands for trade and professional services along with 
a corresponding increase in land values, all of which fostered the 
design of buildings used entirely for commercial purposes."2 The 
survival of this building, and indeed the several Greek Revival 
houses on the block, is rare within the historical development of 
the commercial district and points to the marginal status of the 
700 block of Howard Street. The alterations to the back buildings 
indicate some concession to later commercial and residential needs. 

1 Longstreth, Buildings of Main Street, p. 24. 

2 Longstreth, The Buildings of Main Street, pp. 24,29. 
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COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

HISTORIC CONTEXT: 

Geographic Organization: 
Piedmont 

Chronological/Developmental Period: 

Agricultural-Industrial Transition, 1815-1870 
Industrial/urban Dominance, 1870-1930, alterations 

Historic Period Themes: 
Architecture 
Economics 

Resource Type: 
Building 

Historic Environment: 
Urban 

Historic Function and Use: 

Residential 

Known Design Source: 
None 




















